
toward making 805 W. Ohio 
last for years to come and to 
allow future members to enjoy 
it as much as we have. We 
look forward to our new part 
of the house and I would like 
to extend a big thank you to 
everyone who helps make the 
best better here at the Univer-
sity of Illinois 4-H House. 
 
Erica Navis 
House Manager 

teams. We raised more than 
$600 for Journey during this 
event. This year, we were  hon-
ored to have the Esworthys join 
us and speak to the participants 

about Journey and 
how it has grown 
over the years. 
Our top three 
teams from Nabor 
House, Triangle, 
and AGR were all 
presented with 
prizes at the end 
of the night. It was 
a hard-fought bat-
tle, but in the end, 
Josh Marten and 
Devin Hammer 
from Nabor 
House were 

crowned the tournament win-
ners.  Everyone had a lot of fun, 
and hopefully this event can 
continue to grow in the follow-
ing years!  
 
Jordan Flewellyn 
Philanthropy Chair  

4-H House is one of the many 
diverse and amazing Greek 
houses here on the University 
of Illinois Campus. Similarly to 
the others, we put on a  
philanthropy event 
each year. At 4-H 
House, ours is 
unique and very 
personal to us. 
About 17 years 
ago, our house 
suffered a great loss 
when two of our 
House sisters, Jack-
ie and Jennifer  
Esworthy, were 
killed in a repeat-
offender drunk 
driving accident 
while driving home with their 
parents one evening. After the 
accident, their parents, Jim and 
Barb Esworthy, created Jour-
ney. The purpose of Journey is 
to raise money to buy cameras 
for police cars and officers and 
to keep repeat drunk drivers 
off the road. Our goal is to give 
everyone a safer Journey home.  

When 4-H House joined Jour-
ney they wanted to raise  
money through two different 
events. Etas Bake was created 
for the fall semester, and the 

Euchre Tournament was  
created for the spring semes-
ter. In April, we put together 
and held one of the biggest 
and best tournaments we have 
ever had. We had 33 teams 
enter and participate in this 
year’s event! Past team partici-
pation consisted of only 17 

Philanthropy Above and Beyond 

A Brand New Kitchen  
I know I speak for the past, pre-
sent, and future members of the 
4-H House when I say that we 
are excited to start updating this 
old brick house we call home. 
This past semester, I created the 
House Improvement Commit-
tee. We met once a week to 
discuss potential house remodel-
ing projects and developed a 
priority list of phase renovations. 
We also held discussions at 
chapter meetings to let current 
members voice their opinions so 
we could find a consensus before 
passing on ideas to the Alumni 

Board. We decided the 
kitchen was the first priority 
for the summer 2013 pro-
ject. This new kitchen will 
make life at 4-H House much 
more efficient and functional. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beyond that green door ex-
ists so many memories that 
we have all shared. Remodel-
ing the kitchen is one step 
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Over the past several months, I’ve 
had more than the usual oppor-
tunity to pass through the green 
door at 805 West Ohio, as I’ve 
met with architects, engineers, 
and contractors. It seems hard to 
believe, but 805 West Ohio 
opened its doors in the fall of 
1961.  For more than 50 years, 
805 West Ohio has served as 
the “home away from home” for 
many. My mission in conducting 
these tours has been to assist in 
identifying an appropriate set of 
professionals to help guide  
renova-
tions to 
the house 
that will 
modernize 
it to a 
state-of-
the-art 
facility for 
the next 
50 years!   
 
This 
unique 
opportuni-
ty has al-
lowed me 
to reflect 
upon our 
mission 
and recall the vision, hard work, 
and determination of those sisters 
before me who had the drive to 
build the home at 805 West 
Ohio and give me my college ex-
perience.  Their planning, design, 
and selection of the finest and 
most durable materials have stood 
the test of time. Today’s contrac-
tors have all marveled about how 
well the house has stood up to 
the wear and tear of hundreds of 
girls utilizing the house for daily 
living over the years. What those 
contractors have also quickly 
learned is that not only has the 
physical space stood the test of 
time, but so too have the bonds of 
sisterhood. Each contractor has 

heard the 4-H House story.   
 
What these professionals quickly see is 
that we also offer something no other 
environment on campus can offer to 
young women – the opportunity to be a 
part of a living experience that requires 
collaboration, teamwork, a commitment 
to others first, and a life-long relationship 
with each other and the 4-H House As-
sociation. As a proud alum, I’ve always 
known that I was part of something big-
ger than myself.  4-H House was as much 
a part of my education at the University 
of Illinois as the classrooms in which I 

learned – and I am certain many of you 
feel the same way.  805 West Ohio is 
not just a physical place – it is a magical 
environment where young women are 
given new opportunities each day.   
 
What does this have to do with you? As 
alumni, I hope you will remember your 
personal story behind the green door 
and think about the opportunities this 
experience provided to you. As you 
know, because of your vote last summer, 
we successfully implemented a monu-
mental change in our bylaws to give the  
4-H House experience to those who did 
not meet the five-year 4-H requirement. 
I am pleased to report that those efforts 
have paid off.  In the fall, we will wel-
come one of the largest pledge classes 

seen in recent years – and all but 
two have at least three years of  
4-H experience.  These bylaw and 
constitutional changes will ensure 
that our sisterhood survives the 
test of time.   
 
Now, as an Alumni Board, we 
need each of your help to move 
to the next phase of ensuring our 
future.  I challenge all of you to 
get involved with 4-H House.  
Whether that is volunteering to 
serve as a member of the Alumni 
Board, member of the Mary 

McKee 
Board, on 
the renova-
tion commit-
tee, member-
ship commit-
tee, mentor-
ing an active 
4-H House 
member, 
speaking at a 
House meet-
ing, attending 
initiation 
ceremonies, 
or financially 
supporting 
the renova-
tions of 805, 
each of you 

has something to give back and 
offer to the 4-H House  
experience of today.  However 
you choose to pay your 4-H 
House experience forward, I  
encourage you to raise your hand.  
The dividends you will provide for 
the exceptionally bright and  
talented young ladies of 4-H 
House today will provide returns 
to you in ways you cannot even 
begin to quantify.  Remember, you 
may not pass through that green 
door every day, but you can have 
an impact upon those who do. 
 
Meg (Webster) Cline ‘96 
Alumni President 

Telling the Story Behind the Green Door 
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Spring Fling We had three interviewing 
weekends and were fortunate 
to have an excellent group of 

girls come forward to 
represent 4-H House 
this upcoming year. I 
expect to see great 
things from this 
pledge class and am 
excited to see what 
the future holds.   
  
As I come to the end 
of my term as presi-
dent of 4-H House, I 
am thankful for all of 
the opportunities this 
house has given me. I 
also am thankful for 
all of the girls at the 
house and the alums 
that have helped 
along the way.  This 

year has been enjoyable and I 
am proud to call this place my 
home.   
 
Renee Bietz 
Active President 

cupcakes baked, and by the end, the judg-
es picked Death by Oreos to win.  Every-
one enjoyed eating the delicious treats.  

Little Sister’s and Mom’s weekends were 
the perfect times to relax with our family 
members and show them how much this 
house truly means to us.   
 

This semester started off quickly and 
has flown by. Many great 
memories were made 
during move-in. The new 
members bonded over 
ice skating and worked 
to make Candlelight Din-
ner a complete success.  
Formal in St. Louis, Mo., 
was another highlight of 
the semester. We stayed 
downtown at the Re-
naissance Hotel and 
danced the night away! 
  
February came and it 
was time for Month of 
the Scholar.  We had 
four girls reach a 4.0 and 
we applauded them for 
their hard work and 
effort.          
 
Thanks to our social chair, we com-
peted in our very first cupcake wars 
with Sigma Alpha, the other ag sorori-
ty on campus.  Teams were made, 

This is such an exciting time to be 
part of 4-H House as we begin to 
move toward remodeling and refur-
bishing the house. We are starting 
with the kitchen (dear to all of our 
hearts) to transform it into an up-to-
date, more functional area.     
 

While the declining numbers of girls 
completing five years of 4-H required 
us to change our by laws to allow 
three years of leadership in other 
organizations, it has also made us 
reevaluate our house’s appearance. 
And frankly, to an outside eye, it 
looks dated. We’re hoping to change 
that. 

We now have a fundraising 
committee set up to coordi-
nate and bring specifics of the 
renovation to all of our alum-
ni. We hope alumni will help 
with the renovations. If you 
have ideas for a great fund-
raiser or simply questions, 
please feel free to contact me 
at charfarg@aol.com or at 217
-553-1120. 
 
We realize we are tackling some major 
house improvements, but after talking 
with several different architects, we be-
lieve the structure of 4-H House is solid. 
Rather than do a complete tear down, 
improvements will be made because the 
house, although more than 50 years old, 
was built well enough to stand another 
50 years. It simply needs a facelift in 
many areas. 
 

Please join us as we seek to make 
4-H House the best it can be and 
to continue to attract the best 
girls on campus. We need all of 
your help. If you’d like to make a 
donation for a new stove, new grill 
or any other piece of kitchen 
equipment, please contact me. 
 
Charlyn (Archer) Fargo ‘78 
Alumni Vice President 

Renovation Report 
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II. Bathroom 
III. Individual Rooms 



Growing up, nothing was 
more exciting than going to 
Sister’s Weekend at 4-H 
House. Not only did I get a 
weekend away from the par-
ents, but I got to spend it 
with my cool older sisters 
that I had always admired. 
This year, as Sister’s Week-
end Chair, I wanted nothing 
more than to recreate the 
excitement I fostered as a 
young girl.  
 
Sister’s Weekend was cele-
brated from February 22 to 
24. As girls started to arrive 
Friday night, that familiar 
excitement that I remem-
bered from my childhood 
returned to the house. Satur-

day morning, the sisters took part in 
a crafting event where they painted 
glasses and mugs with their favorite 
designs. Here, all the sisters got a 
chance to meet each other. The 
whole weekend, the Sister’s Week-
end shirts, with the saying “Keep 
Calm and Eta On,” and 4-H House 
Sisters necklaces were seen through-
out the house. Sisters took part in 
movies, trips around campus, crafting, 
and spending quality time with their 
other sisters. 
 
Whitney Lynch 
Chair 

 

Sister’s Weekend 

Mom’s Weekend was held during the 
spring on April 13 to14. The Mom‘s 
Association approved funds to 
purchase new plates and plastic cups 
for use. The Mom’s Association also 
donated Tupperware, measuring 
cups, tablecloths, measuring spoons, 
and many other items. The ladies of  
4-H House would like to thank our 
Mom’s Association for their 
generous donations and advice on 
how to make the best purchases. To 
conclude the Mom‘s Association 
meeting, we elected officers for the 
following year. Shelby Lynch was 
elected to the position of President. 
 
On Sunday morning, we enjoyed a 
lunch with our moms at Biaggi’s. 
Several award winners were 
acknowledged at this banquet as 
voted on by house girls. Our banquet 
concluded with the recognition of 
seniors and their moms. Four seniors 
attended the banquet and their 
moms shared touching stories about 

their daughters. We also 
took time to appreciate 
our mom-away-from-
home, House Mother 
Naomi Crow. 
 
I would like to thank the 
2013 Mom’s Weekend 
Committee: Renee Bietz, 
Erin Enhle, Erica Navis, 
Kelsie Vaile, Rachel 
Tillman, and Jacquelyn 
Prestegaard for all of 
their hard work.  The 
weekend would not have 
run as smoothly if not for 
all of their assistance in 
helping me plan and 
organize the events! 
 
Lizzy Kephart 
Chair 
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The Women of 4-H House 
have been hard at work this 
semester in the area of 
scholarship. One of the larg-
est events we have held this 
semester was our Scholar-
ship Banquet. House wom-
en, alumni, and professors 
joined together to celebrate 
the academic achievements 
from the fall 2012 semester. 
Our guest speaker, Alex Lo, 
gave us some inspirational 
and moral advice for our 
academics. It was a great 
way to kick off the midterm 
season. Our main goal this 
semester was to raise our 
GPA to be one of the top 
10 in the PanHellenic  

Organization. We also 
worked to showing the im-
portance of scholarship to 
our potential new members 
by teaching them about op-
portunities within the house 
and the University.  
 
Overall, we are pushing 
harder than ever to have 
greater performance in the 
classroom.  
 
Amanda Rosendale 
Scholarship Chair 

Scholarship 

Interview Chair 
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I have had a very busy junior year of 
college! Between class, clubs, work, and 
livestock judging, it’s been pretty crazy! 
This year, I served as the Interviewing 
Chair for the house and had the pleas-
ure of advocating our house at multiple 
events, as well as interviewing a great 
group of young ladies for positions in 
our 4-H House Pledge Class of 2017. 
As this was one of the first years that 
we allowed applicants without 4-H ex-
perience (but with leadership organiza-
tion experience), we were blessed to 
receive 25 applications from young 
women across the state, Midwest, and 
even other countries! Due to the high 
number of applicants and the increased 
interest in 4-H House, we had three 
very successful interview weekends—all 
of which had unique themes and fun 
activities for active members and poten-
tial new members to participate and get 
to know each other. After the week-
ends concluded, the active members of 
the house chose 18 qualified women to 
be in the Pledge Class of 2017.  
 
I would like to thank my assistant,  
Carlie Toepper, for all of her help  

preparing for weekends, advocating, 
and contacting girls. I would also 
like to thank the 4-H House alumni 
marketing committee who did an 

excellent job spreading the 
word, using fresh ideas, and 
advocating the house. Erin 
Philips was a huge help and I 
am not sure this year would 
have been nearly as successful 
without her support and guid-
ance. Additional thanks goes to 
the current members of 4-H 
House and our alumni for the 
support given and for continu-
ing to proudly represent and 
advocate 4-H House.  
 
I have had a really great year as 
Interviewing Chair and look 
forward to the coming year 
when my assistant, Carlie, 
takes over the position of  
Interviewing Chair and leads 
the house in selecting a group 
of women to continue the tra-
ditions that make 4-H House 
great. 
 
Laura Child 
Interviewing Chair 
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and a minor in Crop and Soil 
Management. I’ll be starting the 
next chapter of my life immedi-
ately after graduation as I move 
to Indiana and start my first 
“big girl” job as a management 
trainee at Indiana Packers Cor-
poration.  I am really anxious to 
finally be living in a house of my 
very own.  I’ll gratefully take 
the fine-tuned cooking and 
cleaning skills gained from living 
in the house with me.  I’m sure 
I’ll be quick to miss all the so-
cial events and convenience of 
having a friend right down the 
hall, but have comfort in know-
ing that it will take more than 
distance to break the special 
bonds of 4-H House sister-
hood.  

I grew up in rural Southwestern Illi-
nois on a small family farm.  I was 
introduced to 4-H House my senior 
year of high school by a family friend 
and 4-H House Alum.  If it wasn’t for 
the reduced cost of living and unique 
atmosphere that 4-H House offered, 
I probably would not have attended 
U of I.  To this day it’s been one of 
the best decisions I’ve ever made. 
The house has shaped me into who I 
am today. Through friendships, lead-
ership opportunities, networking, 
and countless other life lessons that 
would take too long to list, I’ve been 
transformed from a shy and quiet 
high school senior to a confident and 
outgoing college senior.  These past 
four years have flown by and before I 
know it, I’ll be graduating with my 
bachelor’s degree in Animal Science 

Ashley Kloth 

2013’s 



Everyone always asks what 
I’m going to do with a B.A. 
in English, a seemingly use-
less degree to most people. 
They’re also always sur-
prised when I actually have a 
ready answer for them: be-
come a children’s librarian. I 
plan on attending graduate 
school for library and infor-
mation science in the near 
future and have recently 
accepted a position at the 

Bloomington Public Library 
in the children’s depart-
ment. While I was some-
thing of an oddity at 4-H 
House (being one of the 
very few non-agricultural 
majors), I still managed to fit 
in and really bond with the 
girls. Most of my college 
friends I have today are girls 
I met through 4-H House, 
and truly are friends I’ll have 
forever. From learning to 

cook for 50 girls, to get-
ting dressed up for formal 
to being asked to be a 
bridesmaid in my little’s 
upcoming wedding, I can 
honestly say 4-H House is 
a place I’ll never forget. 

weather will cooperate 
and that the peonies will 
be blooming that weekend. 
 
I can’t tell you how much I 
have enjoyed being a part 
of 4-H House. I grew up 
hearing stories about it 
from my mom Laurie Vial, 
and now I have many of 
my own to cherish and 
share. Sure, there was the 
time I found a hog’s foot 
(just the foot!) by the bike 
rack and that lunch crew 
where I added one part 
corn to 3 parts cream 
cheese. But it’s the mo-
ments I’ve spent with my 
house sisters that have 

I am from a grain farm just 
east of Bloomington in 
Ellsworth, Ill. I have stud-
ied Agricultural Communi-
cations (concentration in 
news-editorial) with a mi-
nor in Crop and Soil Man-
agement. I am graduating 
in just three years and am 
looking forward to a ca-
reer communicating about 
an industry I am sincerely 
passionate about. ‘Tis the 
season of lots of applica-
tions and interviews. This 
May, I am getting married 
at Allerton Park to Ralph 
“Tommie” Sturgeon. I have 
my fingers crossed that the 

made this a wonderful 
place to live. Their words 
of encouragement before a 
big test or interview made 
all the difference to me. It 
was coming downstairs to 
folded laundry, having 
someone deliver a package 
to my desk, and knowing I 
could count on that house 
sister to take good notes. 
It was that time our house 
mom washed hog manure 
off my brand new Sperry 
Topsiders after I fell 
through a “soil profile” 
during a lab for NRES 201. 
I am so thankful to have 
had the opportunity to call 
this house my home.  

Laura Wilson 

Claire Benjamin 

Hannah Henkel 
new chapter in my life after 
the four years I spent at the 
house. I have developed so 
many memories, and love the 
fact that I am in the same 
sorority family as my biologi-
cal sister so we can keep 
tabs on the generations to 
come. One of my favorite 
memories of the house hap-
pened during Homecoming 
week. We had been working 
so hard and were very tired. 
We had to make "everything 
fit" on the shelves so alumni 

could look at how pretty 
things were. Because we 
were rushed, we threw ran-
dom things in people's totes, 
not caring what went where. 
We forgot about this mo-
ment until months later, 
when one of the girls stood 
up at house meeting and 
found a "nice fan" in her bed-
ding. All the freshman 
looked around guiltily, but 
no one ever told how that 
fan got in her box. 

After the summer is com-
plete, I plan on attending 
Northwestern University 
School of Law. This path has 
come after developing writ-
ing and business skills with 
my English major and Busi-
ness minor throughout un-
dergraduate school. I will be 
focusing on policy law due to 
interests developed while in 
Washington, D.C., during an 
internship and schooling pro-
gram my senior year. I am 
looking forward to starting a 
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Save the Date—More Information Coming Soon 

We’re on the Web 

Salute to Ag Day–September 7 
Dad’s Weekend—September 28 
Homecoming—October 26 
Brother’s Weekend—November 16 

The past few months we have been working very hard to update our website. 4-H House can 
still be found at www.4hhouse.com. There are a few new features to the website, including more 
contact information for prospective women and member support for our alumni. We are asking 
all alumni to sign in and get their passcodes to be able to log into the site. If you have any  
questions, please email membersupport@4hhouse.com.  We are also polling alumni if they would 
prefer to receive 4-H House newsletters electronically or postal mail. 
 
We also have a blog to spotlight what the women are up to and the big events that go on at our 
house. 

We are not just on the web, however! We have also expanded our horizons to Facebook and 
Twitter. Be sure to “like” 4-H House Cooperative Sorority on Facebook and follow @4-HHouse 
on Twitter. 

4-H House Alumni As-
sociation Annual Meet-
ing • October 26, 2013 
following the Home-

coming football game • 
805 W. Ohio 
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Marketing in Motion 

Keeping You in Touch 

Did you see the 4-H House article in 
your local newspaper, FarmWeek, or 
Prairie Farmer earlier this year? The 
Marketing Committee obtained a list 
of media contacts and emailed 528 
press releases in February to Illinois 
newspapers, magazines, radio and 
television stations.  We also gathered 
organizational data and contact infor-
mation to continue building good 
working relationships with the state 
and national 4-H offices along with 
many youth organizations such as Girl 
Scouts and FFA, and educational  
associations.       
 
Upon completing the research of our 
target markets and competition, the 
Marketing Committee determined  
4-H House should focus our message 
on five key areas:  our strong sister-
hood, the economical and coopera-

tive style of living, leadership posi-
tions, scholastic achievements, and 
scholarship opportunities.   
 
4-H House has embraced electronic 
communication through our emails, 
new and improved website, and Face-
book.  The current house women 
also posted a great YouTube video, 
which has 773 views to date.  As you 
can see, we have been busy spreading 
the word  about our unique sister-
hood.  Keep your eyes and ears open 
as we move forward on additional 
projects.  We definitely have a solid 
foundation on which to grow the 
awareness of 4-H House. Many 
thanks to all of the current and for-
mer 4-H House women for your 
time and expertise committed to our 
endeavors.  It has been a true team 
effort, which has and will continue to 

foster a bright future for 4-H House. 
 
Erin Philips ‘00 
Alumni Marketing Chair 

For those of you that are 
not on Facebook,  I am the 
Alumni/ Public Relations 
Chair. I am a proud mem-
ber of the 2016 Pledge 
Class and even prouder to 
be involved with such an 
incredible sorority! 
 
I am a freshman studying 
Agricultural Communica-
tions in hopes of working in 
public relations one day. I 
also hope to go to graduate school 
and study nutrition. I hail from the 
little town of Somonauk and am a 
proud Bobcat alumna! 
 
This past semester I have been work-
ing hard to keep all of you up-to-date 
via the closed alumni group on Face-
book.  I have also been working with 
alumni to launch Twitter and the 4-H 
House blog.  

This coming fall I will not only contin-
ue to update our “fans” and alumnae, 
but am also designing a career devel-
opment workshop. I will be inviting 
alumnae to come to 4-H House and 
have a round table discussion amongst 
other things with our active members 
to not only build connections, but to 
showcase different careers. 
 

Until then, be sure to keep up with us 
on social media and our website. If 
you have any questions, feel free to 
contact me at herren2@illinois.edu. 
Enjoy the rest of your summer. 
 
Kendall Herren 
Alumni/Public Relations Chair 
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Anna Nugent-Junior 
Ashley McCoy-Freshman 
Bailey Keech-Freshman 

Carlie Toepper-Freshman 
Danielle Cooney-Freshman 

Erin Ehnle-Junior 
Hope Camden-Sophomore 

Kate Johnson-Freshman 
Kayla Meisner-Freshman 
Kaylee Salm-Freshman 

Kendall Herren-Freshman 
Lauren Honnegger-Sophomore 

Megan Bloemer-Freshman 
Rachel Tillman-Freshman 
Sarah Everson-Freshman 
Siera Crouse-Freshman 

Taylor Rehberg-Freshman 

Class of 2016 
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Keeping Up with Alumni 

Do you know an outstanding alumna who has made a 
difference in the world? Nominate her for the 2013 

Distinguished Alumni Award. This award is designed to recognize the 
contributions one woman has made to her community, her profes-
sion, her sorority and/or her university. Winners of this award will 
be an example and source of pride for all members of the 4-H 
House sisterhood.  
 
Applications will be posted on the 4-H House website. Completed 
applications can be mailed to 4-H House or emailed to membersup-
port@4hhouse.com by August 15. The Alumni Board will select the 
recipient. The winner will be announced at the 4-H House Alumni 
Association Annual Meeting during Homecoming on Saturday, Octo-
ber 26, 2013. The Distinguished Alumna will receive a pearl pendant 
necklace as well as see her name on a permanent plaque displayed 
at 4-H House. 

Wondering how you can keep in touch with your sisters? Join the 
closed 4-H House group on Facebook. By doing this, you can get 
weekly updates during the school year as to what is going on in 
the house from an active member and keep in touch with your 

sisters via social media. 
 

You can also visit the 4-H House website to connect with your 
sisters. Click on the contact link to find out how you can 

get your contact information.  
 

         www.4hhouse.com 



 

805 W. Ohio St. 
Urbana, IL 

61801 

Be sure to check out 
our new website at 
www.4hhouse.com. 

We are also on 
Facebook and 

Twitter! 

4-H HOUSE 
COOPERATIVE 

SORORITY 

 
4-H House 

4-H House 

The Homefront 
805 West Ohio 

Urbana, IL 61801 
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